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The Labour4Clause4 campaign was launched 
in February 2018 with the aim of restoring 

the original Clause 4 - Labour’s commitment 
to common ownership and clear socialist poli-
cies. We call on local Labour Parties and trade 
union branches to support the campaign.

February 2018 marked the centenary of the 
adoption of Clause 4 by the Labour Party. This 
pledged:

“To secure for the workers by hand or by 
brain the full fruits of their industry and 
the most equitable distribution thereof 
that may be possible upon the basis of 
the common ownership of the means of 
production, distribution and exchange, 
and the best obtainable system of pop-
ular administration and control of each 
industry or service.”

However, Clause 4 was abolished by Tony Blair 
in 1995 when he set up New Labour. Now, with 
the demise of Blairism and New Labour, it is 
time that Clause 4 was restored to its rightful 
place.

Workers have had to put up with years of 
wage cuts, austerity and reduced living stand-
ards. This is a consequence of the crisis of 
2008 – the deepest crisis of capitalism since 
the 1930s. We have still not recovered from this 
crash. There has therefore never been a more 
relevant time for the socialist commitment of 
Clause 4.

The scandal of privatisation reveals itself 
more and more with each passing day. As a 

result, support for the nationalisation of our 
basic industries has become increasingly pop-
ular. The fi gures reported would have been 
hard to believe a few years ago.

The big four industries should all return to 
public ownership, according to a strong major-
ity of respondents in opinion polls. Water tops 
the polls (83%), followed by electricity (77%), 
gas (77%) and the railways (76%). 50% even 
believe that the banks should be nationalised. 
And this is all without any mass campaign 
from the top. With a real campaign to explain 
the benefi ts of a socialist planned economy, we 
would see support rise even further.

Today, millions are looking to Labour to 
undo the damage of the Tories and their sys-
tem; to right the wrongs infl icted on working 
people. Labour must reverse all Tory cuts.

We say a Labour government can no longer 
afford to patch up the crisis-ridden capitalist 
system. But there is an old adage: “you can’t 
plan, what you don’t control, and you don’t con-
trol what you don’t own.” That is why Clause 4 
is so vital.

If a Corbyn Labour government is going to 
solve the problems of working people, then 
it will need to take bold measures by taking 
control of the economy out of the hands of big 
business.  

Labour must take over the “commanding 
heights of the economy”. This means immedi-
ately nationalising the banks, fi nancial insti-
tutions, the land, transport, the utilities, post 
and telecommunications, construction, and 

the remaining giant monopolies that control 
the economy. These should be run under dem-
ocratic workers’ control and management. We 
should not pay a penny in compensation to the 
fat cats.

Such a measure would mean “a funda-
mental and irreversible shift in the balance of 
wealth and power in favour of working people” 
- exactly what Labour has promised under Jer-
emy Corbyn and John McDonnell.

We call on the whole of the labour move-
ment to get behind this goal. Help us by hosting 
a Labour4Clause4 Roadshow event in your un-
ion or local Labour Party (see inside). Pass our 
model motion (also inside). And support us 
today by donating to our crowdfunding appeal, 
or by affi liating your union or local Labour Par-
ty to the campaign (details on the reverse).

Together we can make this the year that La-
bour commits itself once again to the fi ght for 
bold socialist policies.

HELP RESTORE CLAUSE 4
LABOUR’S SOCIALIST PLEDGE

facebook.com/Labour4Clause4 twitter.com/Labour4Clause4

contact@labour4clause4.com www.labour4clause4.com



Since its launch in February 2018, the La-
bour4Clause4 campaign has found an echo 

in the labour movement - in the Labour Party 
and in the trade unions.

Articles in the Mirror and the Independent
have highlighted the support the campaign 
has received from left-wing fi gures such as 
fi lm director Ken Loach and Labour MP Dennis 
Skinner, as well as from the general public. 

“This sounds like a great campaign,” one 
reader commented in the Independent. “Time 
to fully reverse Blair’s legacy! Bring back 
Clause 4!”

“Reinstating Clause 4 is a no-brainer,” an-
other reader noted. “Capitalism has been ex-
posed for the sham and con-trick that it is.”

Other Labour MPs have also endorsed 
the campaign, such as Ronnie Campbell, Dan 
Carden, and Chris Williamson. And leading 
trade unionists such as Steve Hedley (assistant 
general secretary of the RMT) and Ian Hodson 
(president of the bakers’ union) have spoken 
on the platform at the campaign’s meetings, 
including at our packed fringe meeting at last 
year’s Labour Party conference.

The question of restoring Clause 4 has 
been discussed in labour movement meetings 
across the country. Local Labour parties and 
Momentum groups all over Britain have hosted 
meetings as part of our Labour4Clause4 Road-
show - from Redcar, Liverpool, and Sheffi eld, 
through to Oxford, Canterbury, and Plymouth.

At last year’s trade union conferences, 
delegates to the CWU, PCS, and Unite confer-
ences all gave a warm welcome to the La-
bour4Clause4 campaign at its fringe meetings. 
This year, delegates to the CWU conference in 
Bournemouth will discuss and vote on a com-
posite motion calling for the union to cam-
paign to bring back Clause 4. CWU members 
more than anyone have seen fi rst hand what a 
disaster privatisation has been for our public 
services.

Thanks to the efforts of grassroots Labour 
activists, the issue of Clause 4 has been debat-
ed in a whole host of local Labour parties. Mo-
tions calling on Labour to restore this commit-
ment to common ownership have been passed 
in CLPs nationwide, from South Thanet in Kent 
to Blyth Valley in the north east.

As a result, at this year’s Labour Party con-
ference (in Brighton in September) delegates 
will have the chance to discuss and vote on 
whether to bring the original Clause 4 back 
into the party’s constitution. We urge all those 
going as delegates to the Labour Party confer-
ence - from the CLPs and the unions - to vote 
in favour of this motion and help us to restore 
Clause 4.

At last year’s Labour conference, shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell stated that the 
original Clause 4 was “more relevant than 
ever”. We 100% agree. This commitment to 
common ownership and socialist policies is 

an idea whose time has come. It is capitalism 
that is out-of-date, not socialism.

We call on all Labour Party members and 
trade unionists to help us build up momentum 
towards the Labour conference in September 
by organising a Labour4Clause4 Roadshow 
event in your area. Get in touch at contact@
labour4clause4.com if you would like to host 
such an event, with a speaker from the cam-
paign and a discussion on why we should re-
store Clause 4.

And raise the model motion below in your 
local Labour Party or trade union branch, in 
order to draw attention to the Labour4Clause4
campaign and its goal of bringing back La-
bour’s socialist pledge.

LABOUR4CLAUSE4 CAMPAIGN 
MAKES ITS MARK

• This branch/CLP notes the 
statement by John McDonnell 
at the 2018 Labour Party 
conference that “Clause 4 is as 
relevant today as it was in 1918”.

• The tragedy of Grenfell and the 
collapse of Carillion are clear 
examples that the capitalist 
system based on greed and the 
maximisation of profi t has failed.

• The scandal of privatisation 
has been widely exposed as a 
massive swindle. It has meant 

the plundering of public assets 
for basement prices. Parasitic 
companies have only pushed up 
prices and fl eeced the public.

• Public anger has been refl ected 
in increasing support for 
nationalisation and public 
ownership. Massive majorities 
are in favour of taking back the 
railways, gas, water, electricity, 
and Royal Mail into public 
hands. Polls indicate that 50% 
are in favour of nationalising the 
banks.

• This branch/CLP therefore 
believes that Clause 4, abolished 
by Tony Blair in 1995, should be 
restored to its proper place in 
the constitution of the Labour 
Party.

• Furthermore, this meeting 
resolves to give its full support to 
the constitutional amendment to 
bring back Clause 4, submitted 
by CLPs for debate at the 2019 
Labour Party Conference.

MODEL MOTION FOR LOCAL LABOUR PARTIES



In the wake of the Carillon collapse, there is 
a growing level of uncertainty around a num-

ber of privatised, contracted, and outsourced 
services. Unsurprisingly, the privatised rail-
ways are continuing to run into problems - in 
particular, with a crisis over the franchising of 
the East Coast Mainline.

The East Coast Mainline, which runs from 
London to Edinburgh, had previously been tak-
en back into public ownership in 2009, having 
being messed up by National Express. It was 
later re-privatised when Stagecoach and Vir-
gin signed a joint deal to run the line from 
2015 to 2023, promising to pay the government 
£3.3bn to run the service.

Despite the huge amount of money Stage-
coach and Virgin promised to put into the 
franchise, the only action you would think they 
ever took was rebranding the trains and put-
ting up the fares!

Tory Transport Secretary Chris Grayling 
said the private joint venture had “got its 
numbers wrong”. But Grayling himself was re-
sponsible for issuing the franchise in the first 
place. As ever, billionaire bosses - in this case 
Sir Brian Souter and Sir Richard Branson - 
have been bailed out by the public purse.

General secretary of the rail union RMT, 
Mick Cash, has rightly called for Mr Grayling to 
resign, saying that:

“The East Coast should be renational-
ised with immediate effect and the scale 
of the scandal should mark the point at 
which the whole rotten business of rail 
privatisation in Britain was called to a 
halt.”

Jeremy Corbyn has called for the re-nation-
alisation of the railways. We agree - as do 
the majority of the population. Opinion polls 
consistently find mass support for rail nation-

alisation.
But Corbyn’s plan is for a future Labour 

government to do renationalisation gradually 
– over a 25 year period – as the rail franchises 
slowly run out. But the railways were all priva-
tised overnight by previous Tory governments!

The railways should all be taken back into 
public ownership – immediately, in one go, 
without compensation, and under democratic 
workers’ control.

John McDonnell, the shadow chancellor, 
has hit out at private water companies, 

describing their behaviour as “scandalous”. 
These firms have paid out billions in dividends 
to shareholders, whilst racking up enormous 
debts, claiming massive tax breaks, and in-
creasing prices for households.

As a result, McDonnell has promised that 
Labour would re-nationalise the water indus-
try, along with the rip-off privatised railways 
and energy companies.

“The next Labour government will call an 
end to the privatisation of our public sector, 
and call time on the water companies, who 
have a stranglehold over working house-
holds,” McDonnell has said.

Big business and their Tory friends have 
reacted in shock and horror. We say: about 
time!

In 1989, Thatcher and the Tories justified 
the privatisation of the water and sewerage 
network on the grounds that it would bring 
“cheaper bills”, and “much needed invest-
ment”. Almost 30 years later, the reality is the 
opposite.

With privatisation, the water supply has 
become infected with parasites. Their only job 
has been to pump as much money towards 
their shareholders, regardless of the impact 
to the system and the people who use it. Amaz-
ingly, Thames Water, one of the largest of the 
companies, has paid almost no corporation 
tax since 2006!

Meanwhile, since privatisation in 1989, 
household bills have risen by 40% more than 
inflation. The result is more than 2.5m people 
now struggling to pay for one of life’s basic ne-
cessities.

Sewerage or not, the system stinks! A 
backlash is therefore developing. One recent 
study found that 83% of Britons thought that 
water should be renationalised. This included 
76% of Tory voters.

In a desperate bid to reverse this trend, Mi-
chael Gove, the Tory minister in charge of wa-
ter, recently pleaded for the companies to be-
have in a “responsible fashion”. But no amount 
of asking nicely will change these companies 
and their ways. Their drive for profit above all 
else is written into the DNA of capitalism.

McDonnell and Corbyn are therefore 100% 
correct to promise the renationalisation of the 
utilities if Labour is elected. The supply of such 
services should cease to be a means for a priv-
ileged few to enrich themselves.

RAILWAY PRIVATISATION HAS FAILED: 
NATIONALISE NOW!

PRIVATISED WATER – A STINKING SEWER

By Bob Percy, Norwich Labour Party

By James Kilby



Delegates at this year’s Labour Party con-
ference will be voting on whether to bring 

back Clause 4, Labour’s commitment to com-
mon ownership and socialist policies. Help 
the Labour4Clause4 campaign organise a 
presence at the conference by donating to our 
crowdfunding appeal, or by affi liating to the 
campaign.

Under the leadership of Jeremy Corbyn, 
the Labour Party is being transformed. The 
possibility of bringing a radical Labour govern-
ment to power is within our grasp.

The Labour4Clause4 campaign has been 
launched by grassroots Labour members and 
trade unionists, in order to restore the social-
ist aims of the party, as incorporated in the 
original Clause 4.

This famous clause committed Labour to 
“secure for the workers by hand or by brain 
the full fruits of their industry...on the basis of 
the common ownership of the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange...”

This was the Labour Party’s socialist 
pledge. It was later abolished by Tony Blair 
in 1995, who replaced it with support for the 
‘rigours’ of competition and the ‘virtues’ of 
the market – in other words, for support for 
capitalism.

Resolutions will be on the agenda of this 
year’s Labour Party conference that aim to re-
move this stain and reintroduce the original 
socialist Clause 4.

As part of the campaign, Labour4Clause4 
is launching an appeal to raise money and 
fund an offi cial stand and fringe meeting at 
the Labour Party conference, taking place in 
Brighton in September 2019.

With a presence inside the conference, we 
will be able to discuss with other conference 
attendees and delegates, and maximise the 
campaign’s impact.

We are therefore appealing for £3,500 to 
cover the main costs, which include:

• £1,900 for the cost of a stall

• £180 for a stall banner

• £180 for a featured listing

• £600 for travel and accommodation

• £600 for a hall booking for the campaign 
rally / conference fringe meeting

We are also offering gifts for those who 
donate:

• Donations of £5 or above will receive a Re-
store Clause 4 badge.

• Donations of £25 or above will receive a 

Clause 4 t-shirt.

• Donations of £50 or above will receive a 
signed copy of In the Cause of Labour, a 
history of the British labour movement, 
written by Labour4Clause4 campaign 
co-ordinator Rob Sewell and recommend-
ed by Tony Benn.

• Donations of £100 or above will receive all 
three gifts!

All donations - small or large - are warmly 
welcomed. Donations can be made by cheque 
or into the bank details below, or online by 
visiting:

www.labour4clause4.com/donate

www.gofundme.com/restore-clause-iv-at-la-
bour-party-conference-2019

Labour4Clause4
HSBC
Account number: 40-09-06
Sort code: 71891995

Better yet, affi liate your union or CLP to the 
Labour4Clause4 campaign (details below) 
and help us to bring back Clause 4 and fi ght 
for a socialist Labour government.

SUPPORT THE FIGHT TO RESTORE CLAUSE 4 
DONATE OR AFFILIATE TODAY!

To affi liate as an organisation or individual to the Labour4Clause4 campaign, we recommend the 
following annual affi liation fees. If you wish to affi liate but would like to discuss affi liation fees, 
please feel free to contact us at contact@labour4clause4.com.

National trade union    £500
Regional bodies    £250
Union branches / trades councils £50
CLPs / others    £25
For individuals:
Waged     £10
Unwaged    £5

facebook.com/Labour4Clause4 twitter.com/Labour4Clause4

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………… Post Code:………………………… 

Phone:………………………………… Email: ………………………………………………………………………………….

Trade union / CLP / organisation:…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please make cheques payable to: Labour4Clause4

Post to: Labour4Clause4 campaign c/o Ian Hodson, BFAWU, Stanborough House, Great North Road, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 7TA

contact@labour4clause4.com www.labour4clause4.com


